
What is the difference between a cord and plug appliance and a 
hard wired appliance? 

Cord and Plug Connected Appliance Hard Wired Appliance 
  
• Cord and plug connected appliances have a cord 

with a molded plug that is either factory or field 
installed on the appliance.  The appliance is then 
ready to be plugged in to a receptacle in the 
location it is permanently installed. 

• A hard wired appliance is one where the 
building wiring method attaches to the 
appliance in a more permanent fashion.  This 
will involve splicing of wires inside the 
appliance or in a junction box.  

  
Examples of cord and plug appliances Examples of Hard Wired Appliances 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


